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FIG. 9A
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1
PERIPHERAL DEVICE USED WHILE BEING
CONNECTED TO INFORMATION
PROCESSING APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a peripheral device such as
an image scanner, a printer, or a multifunction peripheral, an
image reading apparatus, and an information processing sys-
tem.

2. Description of the Related Art

Peripheral devices such as an image scanner, a printer, or a
multifunction peripheral have widely been proliferated. To
use a peripheral device connected to a computer, a device
driver and application software for the peripheral device need
to be installed (Japanese Patent L[aid-Open No. 2004-
334449).

On the other hand, due to the rise of awareness of security,
installation of a device driver and application software is
limited in some computers. For example, security measures
are generally taken to allow a user who has administrator
authority to install a device driver but prohibit a general user
from installing a device driver and application software. This
leads to an increase in inconvenient environments where a
peripheral device cannot easily be used.

To improve such an inconvenient environment, there is
proposed a technique of making a peripheral device usable
without installing a device driver and application software in
a computer (Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2010-113702).

A plurality of different types of operating systems have
become popular in the market. In some cases, one user will
use a plurality of operating systems. Such a user may want to
use one peripheral device on the plurality of operating sys-
tems. Even under this circumference, it would be convenient
if the user could use the peripheral device without installing a
device driver and application software in the computer.

However, the device driver or application software nor-
mally has a different execution file format for each operating
system. That is, the device driver or application software has
no compatibility with the different types of operating sys-
tems. Hence, device drivers, software, and data necessary for
the plurality of operating systems need to be installed in the
storage device of the peripheral device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a peripheral device usable
from a plurality of operating systems without installing a
device driver and software.

According to the present invention, there is provided a
peripheral device for executing predetermined processing
based on instruction information from an information pro-
cessing apparatus. In the peripheral device, a storage unit
stores a control program to be executed by the information
processing apparatus to control the peripheral device. A con-
trol unit controls an operation of the peripheral device based
on the instruction information written in the storage unit from
the information processing apparatus when the information
processing apparatus executes the control program in a state
in which the information processing apparatus recognizes a
storage area of the peripheral device. The peripheral device is
selectively connectable to an information processing appara-
tus including a first operating system and an information
processing apparatus including a second operating system
whose execution file is incompatible with that of the first
operating system. The storage unit stores, as the control pro-
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2

gram, a first control program to be executed by the informa-
tion processing apparatus including the first operating sys-
tem, and a second control program to be executed by the
information processing apparatus including the second oper-
ating system.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments (with reference to the attached drawings).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the system arrangement
of a computer exemplified as a personal computer and a
scanner serving as an image reading apparatus according to
the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the hardware arrange-
ment of the scanner and the computer exemplified as a per-
sonal computer;

FIG. 3A is a block diagram showing the partition arrange-
ment of a ROM 127 in a scanner device 106 and a software
configuration stored in the ROM;

FIG. 3B is a block diagram showing the partition arrange-
ment of the ROM 127 in the scanner device 106 and a soft-
ware configuration stored in the ROM;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a procedure of causing the scanner
device 106 to read an image by using a capture application
210 from a computer 100;

FIG. 5 is a view showing a state in which a FAT disk drive
(scanner) is opened by file management software (explorer);

FIG. 6 is a view showing a state in which an HFS+ disk
drive (scanner) is opened by file management software
(finder);

FIG. 7 is a view showing an example of a user interface
displayed upon activating the capture application 210;

FIG. 8 is a view showing an example of a user interface
displayed upon activating a capture application Mac 211;

FIGS. 9A and 9B are views showing the structure of OCR
data; and

FIG. 10 is a view showing processing of loading a library
module from the scanner device 106 to the computer 100 in a
case in which an operating system 101 of the computer 100 is
Windows®.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the system arrangement
of a computer exemplified as a personal computer and a
scanner serving as an image reading apparatus according to
the embodiment of the present invention.

An operating system 101, a file system 201, a USB mass
storage driver 202, and a USB interface driver 103 are
installed in a computer 100 that is an example of an informa-
tion processing apparatus. The operating system 101 is the
basic software of the computer 100. The file system 201 is
software configured to store files in a storage device such as a
hard disk drive. The USB mass storage driver 202 is software
configured to control a mass storage such as a hard disk drive,
a CD-ROM, a DVD-ROM, a CD-R, a DVD-R, or a USB
memory. The USB interface driver 103 is software configured
to control a USB device connected to the USB interface. Note
that these software programs may be part of the operating
system.

A scanner device 106 is an example of a peripheral device
to which an information processing apparatus including a first
operating system and an information processing apparatus
including a second operating system that uses an execution
file incompatible with the first operating system are selec-
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tively connected. In other words, the scanner device 106 of
this embodiment supports multiple OSs and therefore has
compatibility with a plurality of operating systems (OSs).
The following example will be described assuming that the
first operating system is Windows®, and the second operating
system is Mac OS®. However, the present invention is not
limited to such combination and arrangement.

The scanner device 106 that is an example of a peripheral
device for executing predetermined processing in accordance
with instruction information from the information processing
apparatus includes two USB disk drive interfaces 205A and
205B and a USB mass storage class interface 206. The USB
disk drive interfaces 205A and 205B are software programs
configured to use a memory (for example, a ROM, a RAM, a
flash memory, or an EEPROM) in the scanner device 106 as
a disk drive. The USB mass storage class interface 206 is
software configured to use the memory as a USB mass storage
via the USB disk drive interfaces 205A and 205B.

Note that a general scanner device includes a USB scanner
class interface in place of these software programs. For this
reason, the personal computer needs to have capture applica-
tion software and a dedicated scanner driver. In this embodi-
ment, the USB scanner class interface is not always neces-
sary. In addition, the capture application software and
dedicated scanner driver are not always necessary on the
personal computer side.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the hardware arrange-
ment of the scanner and the computer exemplified as a per-
sonal computer. Referring to FIG. 2, the computer 100
includes a CPU 121, a ROM 123, a RAM 124, a hard disk
drive 122, and a USB interface 104. The USB interface 104 is
connected to the scanner device 106 viaa USB cable 105. The
CPU 121 is connected to a keyboard/mouse 125 and a display
126.

When the computer 100 is powered on, the CPU 121 acti-
vates firmware from the ROM 123 and activates the operating
system 101 such as Windows® or Mac OS® from the hard
disk drive 122. The operating system 101 may be based on
UNIX®. Necessary software programs such as the operating
system are loaded to the RAM 124.

On the other hand, the scanner device 106 includes a CPU
110, a ROM 127, a RAM 203, an image reading unit 112, a
USB controller 128, and a USB interface 107. When the
scanner device 106 is powered on, the CPU 110 activates
firmware from the ROM 127. The firmware may be activated
from a nonvolatile memory (not shown). The USB controller
128 is a control circuit that supports the USB mass storage
class interface 206 and the USB disk drive interfaces 205A
and 205B from the hardware side.

When some peripheral device is connected to the USB
interface 104 via the USB cable 105, the operating system
101 on the computer 100 accesses the interface of the periph-
eral device to determine the type of the peripheral device. The
scanner device 106 is recognized as a mass storage device
class by the operating system 101. This is because the USB
mass storage driver 202 that controls the mass storage device
class is provided in the computer in advance and need not be
installed anew. Hence, the scanner device 106 of this embodi-
ment includes the USB mass storage class interface 206.

The operating system 101 such as Windows® or Mac OS®
supports a USB device of mass storage class as standard.
When the CPU 121 accesses a USB device of mass storage
class, no special device driver or the like need be installed in
the computer 100 because the operating system 101 includes
a USB driver of mass storage class (USB mass storage driver
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202). In addition, standard access to the mass storage class
device can be executed using the operating system 101 with-
out administrator authority.

Hence, when the scanner device 106 is connected to the
computer 100, the CPU 121 activates the USB mass storage
driver 202 installed in advance. In addition, when the scanner
device 106 is connected to the computer 100, the CPU 121
and the operating system 101 recognize the scanner device
106 as a mass storage device because the scanner device 106
has the USB mass storage class interface 206. The CPU 121
and the operating system 101 access the ROM 127 and the
RAM 203 of the scanner device 106 by regarding them as
external storage devices.

The recognition processing will be described in more
detail. When the scanner device 106 is connected to the com-
puter 100, the operating system 101 (CPU 121) detects con-
nection of some peripheral device to the USB interface 104,
and accesses the USB interface 107 of the scanner device 106
via the USB cable 105. When the USB interface 107 is
accessed from the computer 100, the CPU 110 of the scanner
device 106 causes the computer 100 to access the USB mass
storage class interface 206. The operating system 101
accesses the USB mass storage class interface 206 of the
scanner device 106, thereby accessing the scanner device 106
via the USB cable 105 from the USB interface driver 103 and
the USB interface 104 using the USB mass storage driver 202
included in the operating system 101 in advance.

The scanner device 106 is recognized as a mass storage
class device by the operating system 101. For this reason, the
computer 100 can access the scanner device 106 using an
access method that does not depend on the presence/absence
ofadministrator authority viathe USB interface 107, the USB
mass storage class interface 206, and the USB disk drive
interfaces 205A and 205B of the scanner device 106. How-
ever, the computer 100 can only access the scanner device 106
as a storage device but not directly control the image reading
unit 112.

In the scanner device 106, various kinds of files to be used
to control it are stored in the ROM 127. Examples are control
programs such as capture applications and library files to be
executed by the computer 100 and control programs such as
firmware to be executed by the scanner device 106 itself.
Various kinds of data to be used together with the control
programs are also stored in the ROM 127. In this embodi-
ment, a capture application is a program that runs on the
operating system 101 of the computer 100 and is not to be
executed by the scanner device 106.

The computer 100 forms, in a file folder associated with the
file system 201, a table corresponding to the control files and
the capture applications stored in the scanner device 106. If
the computer 100 cannot recognize the file system, the cor-
responding table is not formed. For example, a Window®-
based operating system cannot recognize an HFS-based file
system or a UNIX®-based file system. For this reason, when
a partition formatted by a FAT file system and a partition
formatted by an HF S file system (HFS+ file system) are stored
in the scanner device 106, the Windows®-based operating
system recognizes the FAT file system but not the HFS+ file
system. On the other hand, the Mac OS®—or UNIX®-based
operating system can recognize both file systems.

FIG. 3A is a block diagram showing the partition arrange-
ment of the ROM 127 in the scanner device 106 and a soft-
ware configuration stored in the ROM. In this embodiment, at
least two partitions are allocated in the ROM 127. That is, a
FAT partition 1001 is formatted by the FAT file system, which
is an example of a first partition accessible by both the first
operating system and the second operating system. An HFS+
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partition 1002 is formatted by the HFS+ file system, which is
an example of a second partition inaccessible by the first
operating system but accessible by the second operating sys-
tem.

In this embodiment, CaptureApplication.exe 210 and Cap-
tureApplicationMac.app 211 are capture applications includ-
ing a driver program and executed by the CPU 121 of the
computer 100 to control image reading. Note that in the
following description, the CaptureApplication.exe 210 and
the CaptureApplicationMac.app 211 will generically be
referred to as capture application unless it is necessary to
explicitly point out. The CaptureApplication.exe 210 is an
example of a first control program to be executed by the
information processing apparatus including the first operat-
ing system. The CaptureApplicationMac.app 211 is an
example of a second control program to be executed by the
information processing apparatus including the second oper-
ating system.

Control.dat 204 and ControlMac.dat 214 are control files in
which control commands and the like from the computer 100
that is executing the capture application 210 are written to
control the scanner device 106. The computer 100 recognizes
the scanner device 106 as a mass storage and therefore indi-
rectly controls the scanner device 106 by writing a control
command in the control file. Note that in the following
description, the Control.dat 204 and the ControlMac.dat 214
will generically be referred to as control file unless it is
necessary to explicitly point out.

The CaptureApplication.exe 210 and the Control.dat 204
are files programmed to run on Windows®. The CaptureAp-
plicationMac.app 211 and the ControlMac.dat 214 are files
programmed to run on Mac OS®.

CommonData.dat 220 is an example of data to be com-
monly used by the information processing apparatus includ-
ing the first operating system and the information processing
apparatus including the second operating system. The Com-
monData.dat 220 is OCR data (character data) to be used in
OCR (Optical Character Recognition) that is a function of the
capture application.

Independency of OCR data from each operating system
will be described here. In general, in OCR, an image acquired
by the scanner device 106 is compared with OCR data. Char-
acters are recognized by determining as a result of compari-
son whether the difference between the image and the OCR
data is small. That is, OCR data with the minimum difference
to the image acquired by the scanner device 106 is selected
from a plurality of OCR data. The OCR data is formed from
an image data group to be compared with an image acquired
by the scanner device 106. The OCR data becomes larger in
proportional to the number of characters to be recognized. For
this reason, when supporting various languages, the data size
readily becomes enormous.

FIGS. 9A and 9B are views showing the OCR data used in
OCR. FIG. 9A shows some data of the image data group. FIG.
9B is an enlarged view of the image of a character “1”. As
shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B, the image group constituting the
OCR data is generally provided as an image data sequence in
which the character height direction is defined as the x direc-
tion, and a direction perpendicular to the x direction is defined
as the y direction. That is, the OCR data is binary data formed
from a pixel data sequence. The binary data does not depend
on the program rule of an operating system. For this reason,
the binary data does not depend on each operating system.

The problem is the increase in the program size and the size
of data to be used from the programs caused by the above-
described expansion of functionality of a device driver and
software.
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For example, the OCR data is provided as a pixel data
sequence. For this reason, the OCR data may be required to
include the pixel data of all characters and all fonts to be
recognized by the OCR. For example, when the OCR data
shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B is formed from pixel data each
having one byte, and the recognition target includes all char-
acter images of English and Japanese, the file size is very
large. As described above, there is concern about an increase
in cost caused by an increase in the storage capacity necessary
for storing such data. Hence, data that does not depend on the
type of the operating system can be shared and commonly
used by a plurality of operating systems. For example, the
OCR data does not depend on the type of the operating sys-
tem. Thus, the OCR data can be shared and commonly used
by a plurality of operating systems.

Instead of directly making the ROM 127 open on the com-
puter 100, the contents of the ROM 127 may be copied to the
RAM 203, and part of the storage area of the RAM 203 may
be made open on the computer 100. This allows to suppress
alteration of the storage contents of the ROM 127 by the
computer 100.

In this case, out of the above-described files stored in the
ROM 127, files to be used by the computer 100 are copied to
the RAM 203 by the CPU 110. That is, when the scanner
device 106 is activated, the CPU 110 creates a drive to make
part of the RAM 203 open on the computer 100 in accordance
with the firmware. The scanner device 106 is thus recognized
by the computer 100 as a drive like a USB memory. The CPU
110 also creates at least two partitions in the drive, formats the
two partitions by different file systems, and copies the files
from the ROM 127 to the partitions. Note that when the ROM
127 is formed from a flash memory® or EEPROM, copy to
the RAM 203 is omitted. The following description will be
made assuming that the files are copied to the RAM 203. The
RAM 203 is made open as a drive so that the computer 100
and the scanner device 106 can transmit/receive commands
and image data through the drive. Since the computer 100 can
only recognize the scanner device 106 as a drive, such con-
trivance would be needed to use the scanner device 106 as an
image reading apparatus.

The USB disk drive interface 205A shown in FIG. 1 is
designed in correspondence with the FAT partition 1001 for-
matted by the FAT file system. On the other hand, the USB
disk drive interface 205B is designed in correspondence with
the HFS+ partition 1002 formatted by the HFS+ file system.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart from connection of the scanner device
106 to the computer 100 to image reading by the scanner
device 106.

In step S301, the CPU 121 of the computer 100 determines
whether the scanner device 106 is connected. In step S302,
the CPU 121 is connected to the interface of the peripheral
device (scanner device 106). In step S303, the CPU 121
acquires information of the interface class of the peripheral
device from the scanner device 106. In step S304, the CPU
121 recognizes the type of the peripheral device from the
information of the interface class of the peripheral device. As
described above, the scanner device 106 has the USB mass
storage class interface 206. Hence, when the scanner device
106 is connected to the computer 100, the CPU 121 recog-
nizes that a USB mass storage device is connected. In addi-
tion, the scanner device 106 has the USB disk drive interfaces
205A and 205B as the subclass of the USB mass storage class
interface 206. For this reason, the CPU 121 recognizes the
connected scanner device 106 as two separate disk drives.

In step S305, the operating system 101 forms, in a file
folder associated with the file system 201, a table correspond-
ing to the files stored in the scanner device 106. This enables
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the CPU 121 to handle each file stored in the scanner device
106 as a file on the disk drive. If the operating system 101
cannot associate the table corresponding to the files stored in
the scanner device 106 with the file system 201, the disk drive
is not recognized so as to be inoperable.

FIG. 5 is a view showing a state in which the disk drive
corresponding to the USB disk drive interface 205 A is opened
by file management software. The FAT partition allocated in
the internal memory of the scanner device 106 corresponds to
a folder 300.

The folder 300 can be opened using the keyboard/mouse
125 connected to the computer 100. As described above, the
USB disk drive interface 205A corresponds to the FAT par-
tition 1001. For this reason, the folder 300 stores the Capture-
Application.exe 210, the Control.dat 204, and the Common-
Data.dat 220. The FAT partition 1001 is formed by the FAT
file system. For this reason, the folder 300 is recognized as the
FAT file system by the computer 100.

FIG. 6 is a view showing a state in which the disk drive
corresponding to the USB disk drive interface 205B is opened
by file management software. The HF S+ partition allocated in
the internal memory of the scanner device 106 corresponds to
a folder 310.

Like the folder 300, the folder 310 can be opened using the
keyboard/mouse 125 connected to the computer 100. As
described above, the USB disk drive interface 205B corre-
sponds to the HFS+ partition 1002. For this reason, the folder
310 stores the CaptureApplicationMac.app 211 and the Con-
trolMac.dat 214. The HFS+ partition 1002 is formed by the
HFS+ file system. For this reason, the folder 310 is recog-
nized as the HFS+ file system by the computer 100.

An operation performed when the operating system 101 is,
for example, Windows® will be described. Windows® sup-
ports the FAT file system but not the HF S+ file system. Hence,
in Windows®, the folder 300 is recognized in Windows®,
and the folder 310 is not recognized. The CaptureApplica-
tion.exe 210 is programmed to run on Windows®. Hence, this
program is executable on Windows®.

An operation performed when the operating system 101 is,
for example, Mac OS® will be described. Mac OS® supports
the FAT file system and the HFS+ file system. Hence, in Mac
OS®, both of the folders 300 and 310 are recognizable. The
CaptureApplicationMac.app 211 is programmed to run on
Mac OS®. Hence, this program is executable on Mac OS®.
However, the CaptureApplication.exe 210 is not programmed
to run on Mac OS®, and this program is inexecutable on Mac
OS®.

In step S306, the CPU 121 determines whether an instruc-
tion to activate the capture application in the folder 300 is
input. This instruction is input by the user from the keyboard/
mouse 125. When the instruction to activate the capture appli-
cation is input, the process advances to step S307.

In step S307, the CPU 121 reads out the capture application
from the scanner device 106, loads it to the memory (RAM
124), and activates it. The USB interface 107, the USB con-
troller 128, and the CPU 110 of the scanner device 106 trans-
mit the capture application to the computer 100 in accordance
with a read instruction from the computer 100. The USB
interface 107 and the like of the scanner device 106 are an
example of a transmitting unit that transmits a control pro-
gram stored in the storage unit to the information processing
apparatus. The CPU 121 reads out the OCR data Common-
Data.dat 220 from the scanner device 106 and uses it in
accordance with the activated capture application. For
example, when the CaptureApplication.exe 210 is loaded to
the memory and activated, it loads the CommonData.dat 220
in the same folder. On the other hand, when the CaptureAp-
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plicationMac.app 211 is loaded to the memory and activated,
it loads the CommonData.dat 220 in the folder 300. In fact,
when the OCR function provided in the capture application
has become active, the CPU 121 compares the read image
data with the OCR data to execute character recognition.
Hence, the OCR data need not always be loaded to the RAM
124. However, loading the OCR data to the RAM 124 leads to
improvement of the character recognition processing effi-
ciency.

As described above, the CommonData.dat 220 is a file that
is independent of the operating system and exists in the folder
300 created in the partition recognized as the FAT file system.
Hence, the CommonData.dat 220 can be recognized from the
above-described two operating systems, Windows® and Mac
OS®.

When the shared data independent of the type of the oper-
ating system is arranged in the partition formatted by the file
system commonly recognizable from a plurality of operating
systems, the storage capacity of the scanner device 106 can be
saved. That is, the storage medium such as the ROM 127
where the applications and configuration files are stored can
have a small capacity.

In this embodiment, the scanner device 106 is controlled
based on instruction information transmitted from the com-
puter 100. The instruction information from the computer 100
is written in the storage unit of the scanner device 106 upon
software execution by the computer 100. The CPU 110 of the
scanner device 106 controls the operation of the scanner
device 106 based on the instruction information written in the
storage unit. For example, in this embodiment, the computer
100 is connected to the display 126 to display various kinds of
user interfaces on it. That is, the computer 100 can actually
display a user interface as shown in FIG. 7 or 8 by executing
the capture application. The user can appropriately designate
the control conditions of the scanner device 106 via the user
interface.

FIG. 7 is a view showing an example of a user interface
displayed upon activating the capture application 210. FIG. 8
is a view showing an example of a user interface displayed
upon activating the capture application Mac 211. Each of the
user interfaces shown in FIGS. 7 and 8 displays five items:
“mode”, “paper size”, “resolution”, “reading surface”, and
“OCR”. As can be seen from the OCR set item, each of the
CaptureApplication.exe 210 and the CaptureApplication-
Mac.app 211 includes a character recognition program that
causes the information processing apparatus to execute char-
acter recognition processing. If the settings of the five items
need to be changed, the user can change the setting of each
item to a desired setting by operating the keyboard/mouse
125. The file name (test1 in this embodiment) of the image file
to store the read image is also input by operating the key-
board/mouse 125. Finally, the user clicks a scan button 301
using the keyboard/mouse 125.

When the scan button 301 is clicked via the keyboard/
mouse 125, the CPU 121 receives the scan setting (instruction
information) and writes it in the control file in the scanner
device 106. In step S308, the CPU 121 also writes scan start
command data (instruction information) in the control file.
The control file is stored in a third partition (example: FAT
partition) accessible and readable/writable from a plurality of
different types of operating systems. Note that the above-
described FAT partition 1001 is a readable/writable partition,
the control file is written there. The third partition and the FAT
partition 1001 are allocated in the RAM 203 such as a flash
memory® or a readable/writable memory portion such as the
EEPROM out ofthe ROM 127. The HFS+ partition 1002 may
also be allocated in a readable/writable memory portion such
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as the EEPROM out of the ROM 127. The RAM 203 or the
ROM 127 thus functions as a storage unit that stores the
control program to be executed by the information processing
apparatus to control the peripheral device.

The CPU 110 of the scanner device 106 monitors the
control file. Upon detecting that the scan setting and the scan
start command data are written in the control file, the CPU
110 loads the control file, and controls the image reading unit
112 based on the scan setting written in the control file to start
scan. When the scanner device 106 starts scan, the CPU 110
writes, in the control file, the image data read by the image
reading unit 112. The control file can be either the same as the
control file that enables the scan setting or a different file. The
CPU 110 thus functions as a control unit that controls the
operation of the peripheral device based on instruction infor-
mation that is written in the storage unit by the information
processing apparatus in accordance with the control program
executed by the information processing apparatus in a state in
which it is connected to the peripheral device. The CPU 110
also functions as a control unit that reads out a reading control
command written in the storage unit by the information pro-
cessing apparatus in accordance with the control program
executed by the information processing apparatus, and con-
trols the image reading operation of the image reading appa-
ratus based on the reading control command.

In step S309, the CPU 121 of the computer 100 monitors
whether the image data is written in the control file. Upon
detecting that the image data is written in the control file, the
process advances to step S310.

In step S310, the CPU 121 reads out the image data from
the control file. In step S311, the CPU 121 creates a desig-
nated image file (fine name “test1” in this embodiment) and
stores it in the hard disk drive 122.

To cause the computer 100 to process software such as the
CaptureApplication.exe, it may be linked to a library module
that allows dynamic linking. The CPU 121 may extract such
alibrary module from the scanner device 106 and load it to the
RAM 124.

FIG. 10 shows processing of loading a library module from
the scanner device 106 to the computer 100 in a case in which
the operating system 101 of the computer 100 is Windows®.
Steps S901 to S904 of FIG. 10 correspond to step S307 of
FIG. 4.

Asdescribed above, the CPU 110 of the scanner device 106
allocates the FAT partition 1001 and the HFS+ partition 1002
in the RAM 203, and reads out the CaptureApplication.exe
210 and the Control.dat 204 from the ROM 127 and writes
them in the FAT partition 1001. The CPU 110 also reads out
the CaptureApplicationMac.app 211 and the ControlMac.dat
214 from the ROM 127 and writes them in the HF S+ partition
1002. This enables to use the scanner device 106 regardless of
whether the operating system 101 is Windows® or Mac OS®.
The ROM 127 is a nonvolatile storage area where the control
program is stored. The RAM 203 is a volatile storage area.
The CPU 110 also functions as a control unit that reads out the
control program from the nonvolatile storage area, stores it in
the volatile storage area, and makes the volatile area open on
the information processing apparatus as a drive accessible
from the information processing apparatus.

In step S901, the CPU 121 of the computer 100 loads the
CaptureApplication.exe 210 to the RAM 124 and activates it.

In step S902, the CPU 121 writes, in the Control.dat 204
that is the control file, a command to read out a file from the
ROM 127 in accordance with the CaptureApplication.exe
210. This command instructs to read out Library.dll 401 that
is a library file stored in the ROM 127 and copy the file to the
FAT partition 1001. The CPU 110 of the scanner device 106
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10
monitors the Control.dat 204 that is the control file. The
Library.dll 401 can be the CommonData.dat 220. That is, the
Library.dll 401 is an example of data commonly usable by a
plurality of different types of OSs.

In step S903, upon recognizing that the command is written
in the Control.dat 204, the CPU 110 reads out the Library.dll
401 from the ROM 127 and copies it to the FAT partition
1001.

In step S904, the CPU 121 reads out the Library.dll 401
from the FAT partition 1001 and loads it to the RAM 124 in
accordance with the Capture Application.exe 210. This allows
the CaptureApplication.exe 210 to use the Library.dll 401.

Note that the library module such as the Library.dll 401 is
a binary file and therefore sometimes has a relatively large
size. To reduce the cost of the ROM 127, the Library.dll 401
may be subjected to information compression in advance and
then stored in the ROM 127 of'the scanner device 106. In this
case, when reading out the Library.dl1 401 in accordance with
the CaptureApplication.exe 210, the CPU 121 decompresses
(expands) it and then writes it in the RAM 124.

The library module loading method on Windows® has
been described above. On Mac OS® as well, the library
module can be loaded in accordance with the same procedure
as described above.

More specifically, in step S901, the CPU 121 of the com-
puter 100 loads the CaptureApplicationMac.app 211 stored
in the HFS+ partition 1002 to the RAM 124 and activates it.

In step S902, the CPU 121 writes, in the ControlMac.dat
214 that is the control file, a command to read out a file from
the ROM 127 in accordance with the CaptureApplication-
Mac.app 211. This command instructs to read out Library-
framework 402 that is a library file stored in the ROM 127
and copy the file to the HFS+ partition 1002. The CPU 110 of
the scanner device 106 monitors the ControlMac.dat 214 that
is the control file.

In step S903, upon recognizing that the command is written
in the ControlMac.dat 214, the CPU 110 reads out the
Library.framework 402 from the ROM 127 and copies it to the
HFS+ partition 1002.

In step S904, the CPU 121 reads out the Library framework
402 from the HFS+ partition 1002 and loads it to the RAM
124 in accordance with the CaptureApplicationMac.app 211.
This allows the CaptureApplicationMac.app 211 to use the
Library.framework 402.

Note that the library module such as the Library.framework
402 is a binary file and therefore sometimes has a relatively
large size. To reduce the cost of the ROM 127, the Library-
framework 402 may be subjected to information compres-
sion in advance and then stored in the ROM 127 of the scanner
device 106. In this case, when reading out the Library.frame-
work 402 in accordance with the CaptureApplication-
Mac.app 211, the CPU 121 decompresses (expands) it and
then writes it in the RAM 124.

The peripheral device of this embodiment may be a device
such as a printer or multifunction peripheral having an image
forming function. Control software such as CaptureApplica-
tion.exe may have a driver function of enabling to send a
command concerning at least one of image reading and image
forming and move image data from the scanner or to the
printer or the like by transferring a file on the RAM recog-
nized as a USB memory. The control software may also be
linked to another program of a module having a driver func-
tion and enable to send a command concerning image reading
or image forming and move image data from the scanner or to
the printer or the like by transferring a file on the RAM
recognized as a USB memory.
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As described above, according to the present invention,
control programs such as a device driver and software are
stored in the peripheral device and transferred to the informa-
tion processing apparatus. This enables to use the peripheral
device without installing the control program in the informa-
tion processing apparatus. Additionally, since the control pro-
gram is prepared for each of a plurality of operating systems,
the peripheral device can be used from the different operating
systems. More specifically, the storage device provided in the
scanner device 106 of the present invention stores a first
control program (example: CaptureApplication.exe 210) to
be executed by an information processing apparatus includ-
ing a first operating system and a second control program
(example: CaptureApplicationMac.app 211) to be executed
by an information processing apparatus including a second
operating system. Hence, each of the plurality of different
types of operating systems can use the peripheral device by
accessing the execution file executable by itself.

In the above-described embodiment, the FAT partition
1001 and the HFS+ partition 1002 are allocated. However,
only the FAT partition 1001 may be allocated. This is because
the FAT partition 1001 is a general-purpose area accessible by
almost all operating systems. However, when different parti-
tions are allocated in the RAM 203 for the respective operat-
ing systems, functions unique to each operating system can be
used. For example, the HFS+ partition 1002 allows the con-
tents of the partition to be automatically displayed using file
management software when connected to Mac OS®. In addi-
tion, the control files can have the same name. This may be
convenient from the viewpoint of management.

The CPU 110 functions as a control unit that analyzes
instruction information written in the storage unit by the
information processing apparatus, and upon recognizing that
the instruction information instructs to write, in a volatile
storage area, a predetermined file stored in a nonvolatile stor-
age area, reads out the predetermined file from the nonvolatile
storage area and writes it in the volatile storage area, thereby
making the predetermined file open on the information pro-
cessing apparatus. For example, an auxiliary file such as a
library module may be read out from the scanner device 106
and used as needed by the software that controls the periph-
eral device. That is, at the timing the auxiliary file is needed,
the computer 100 writes the command in the control file. The
scanner device recognizes the command written in the control
file and writes the auxiliary file from the ROM 127 to the
RAM 203. This allows the computer 100 to use the auxiliary
file. Since the RAM 203 need only store the auxiliary file as
needed, a larger free space can be ensured.

The predetermined file may be a file that has undergone
information compression and is to be decompressed by the
information processing apparatus before it reads out the file
from the volatile storage area. Information compression of
the auxiliary file enables to save the storage capacity of the
ROM 127.

In recent years, the program sizes of device drivers and
software to use a peripheral device and the sizes of various
kinds of data to be used by the programs increase along with
the expansion of functionality of the peripheral device. The
storage capacity of the storage device provided in the periph-
eral device is generally not so large from the viewpoint of the
manufacturing cost. It is therefore difficult to store the device
drivers, software, and various kinds of data, whose sizes are
recently growing, in the peripheral device for each of a plu-
rality of different types of operating systems. For example,
data files independent of the operating system recently tend to
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increase the data amount. When the operating systems can
commonly use the files, the storage capacity of the peripheral
device can be saved.

The present invention provides a peripheral device usable
from a plurality of operating systems without installing a
device driver and software, an image reading apparatus, and
an information processing apparatus with an inexpensive
arrangement.

More specifically, according to the present invention, con-
trol programs such as a device driver and software are stored
in the peripheral device and transferred to the information
processing apparatus. This makes the peripheral device
usable without installing the control program in the informa-
tion processing apparatus. In addition, since control programs
are prepared in correspondence with the plurality of operating
systems, the peripheral device can be used from the different
operating systems. Since data independent of the operating
system is stored in the peripheral device as common data, the
storage capacity of the storage unit can be saved. That is, a
peripheral device usable from a plurality of operating systems
can be provided with an inexpensive arrangement.

More specifically, the storage device provided in the scan-
ner device 106 of the present invention stores a first control
program (example: CaptureApplication.exe 210) to be
executed by an information processing apparatus including a
first operating system and a second control program (ex-
ample: CaptureApplicationMac.app 211) to be executed by
an information processing apparatus including a second oper-
ating system. The storage device also stores data (example:
CommonData.dat 220 or Library.dll) to be commonly used
by the information processing apparatus including the first
operating system and the information processing apparatus
including the second operating system. Since the data need
not be stored for each of the plurality of different types of
operating systems, the storage capacity can be saved, and an
inexpensive peripheral device can easily be provided.

Especially, a first partition accessible from the plurality of
different types of operating systems stores the first control
program for the first operating system, and the data to be
commonly used by the first operating system and the second
operating system. A second partition stores the second control
program for the second operating system. When the shared
datais stored in the first partition, the data can easily be shared
by the plurality of different types of operating systems.

In addition, when data having a relatively large size, for
example, character data (OCR data) to be used for character
recognition by the information processing apparatus that
executes the character recognition processing program is
used as the shared data, a large storage capacity saving effect
can be obtained.

The above embodiment has been described assuming that
the first operating system is Windows®, and the second oper-
ating system is Mac OS®. However, the present invention is
not limited to the combination and arrangement and can cope
with a combination of a plurality of different types of oper-
ating systems (including two or more types) as needed. The
operating system may be based on UNIX®. It is possible to
store control programs corresponding to, for example, Win-
dows®, Mac OS®, and UNIX® and data to be commonly
used in accordance with each combination of the OSs (two or
more).

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.
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This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2011-064809 filed Mar. 23, 2011 and, 2011-
079718 filed Mar. 31, 2011, which are hereby incorporated by
reference herein in their entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. A peripheral device for executing image forming or
image reading, comprising:

acommunication unit that communicates with any of'a first
information processing apparatus including a first oper-
ating system (OS) and a second information processing
apparatus including a second operating system (OS)
whose execution file is incompatible with the of the first
operating system;

a storage unit including:

a first storage area configured to store a first control pro-
gram which is read and executed by the first information
processing apparatus including the first operating sys-
tem when the communication unit is connected to the
first information processing apparatus,

a second storage area configured to store a second control
program which is read and executed by the second infor-
mation processing apparatus including the second oper-
ating system when the communication unit is connected
to the second information processing apparatus; and

a third storage area configured to store data to be com-
monly used by the first information processing appara-
tus including the first operating system when the com-
munication unit is connected to the first information
processing apparatus and used by the second informa-
tion processing apparatus including the second operat-
ing system when the communication unit is connected to
the second information processing apparatus, wherein
the third storage area is formatted by a file system rec-
ognizable by the first operating system and the second
operating system;

acontrol unit that controls image forming or image reading
of the peripheral device based on instruction informa-
tion written in said storage unit from the first informa-
tion processing apparatus executing the first control pro-
gram and using the data when the first information
processing apparatus is connected to the communication
unit, and controls image forming or image reading of the
peripheral device based on instruction information writ-
ten in said storage unit from the second information
processing apparatus executing the second control pro-
gram and using the data when the second information
processing apparatus is connected to the communication
unit.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein

the first storage area is accessible by both the first operating
system and the second operating system, and

the second storage area is accessible not by the first oper-
ating system but by the second operating system,

wherein the first storage area and the third storage area are
the same storage area.

3. The device according to claim 2, wherein

the first storage area is a storage area of a FAT file system,
and

the second storage area is a storage area of an HFS file
system.

4. The device according to claim 1, wherein the control
program causes the information processing apparatus to write
the instruction information in the first storage area.

5. The device according to claim 1, wherein

said storage unit includes

a nonvolatile storage area where the first control program,
the second control program and the data are stored, and
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a volatile storage area including the first storage area, the
second storage area and the third storage area, and

said control unit reads out the first control program, the
second control program and the data from the nonvola-
tile storage area, stores the first control program in the
first storage area of the volatile storage area, stores the
second control program in the second storage area of the
volatile storage area, and stores the data in the third
storage area of the volatile storage area, and makes the
volatile area open on the first information processing
apparatus when the first information processing appara-
tus is connected to the communication unit and the sec-
ond information processing apparatus when the second
information processing apparatus is connected to the
communication unit as a drive accessible from the first
information processing apparatus and the second infor-
mation processing apparatus.

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein said control
unit analyzes the instruction information written in said stor-
age unit by the first information processing apparatus or the
second information processing apparatus, and upon recogniz-
ing that the instruction information instructs to write, in the
volatile storage area, a predetermined file stored in the non-
volatile storage area, reads out the predetermined file from the
nonvolatile storage area and writes the predetermined file in
the volatile storage area, thereby making the predetermined
file open on the first information processing apparatus or the
second information processing apparatus.

7. The device according to claim 6, wherein the predeter-
mined file is a file that has undergone information compres-
sion and is to be decompressed by the first information pro-
cessing apparatus when the first information processing
apparatus reads out the file from the volatile storage area
when the first information processing apparatus is connected
to the communication unit and is to be decompressed by the
second information processing apparatus when the second
information processing apparatus reads out the file from the
volatile storage area when the second information processing
apparatus is connected to the communication unit.

8. The device according to claim 6, wherein the predeter-
mined file includes the data to be commonly used by the first
information processing apparatus including the first operat-
ing system and the second information processing apparatus
including the second operating system.

9. An image reading apparatus for executing image read-
ing, comprising:

a communication unit that communicates with any of a first
information processing apparatus including a first oper-
ating system (OS) and a second information processing
apparatus including a second operating system (OS)
whose execution file is incompatible with that of the first
operating system:

a storage unit including:

a first storage area configured to store a first control pro-
gram which is read and executed by the first information
processing apparatus including the first operating sys-
tem when the communication unit is connected to the
first information processing apparatus;

a second storage area configured to store a second control
program which is read and executed by the second infor-
mation processing apparatus including the second oper-
ating system when the communication unit is connected
to the second information processing apparatus; and

a third storage area configured to store data to be com-
monly used by the first information processing appara-
tus including the first operating system when the com-
munication unit is connected to the first information
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processing apparatus and used by the second informa-
tion processing apparatus including the second operat-
ing system when the communication unit is connected to
the second information processing apparatus, wherein
the third storage area is formatted by a file system rec-
ognizable by the first operating system and the second
operating system; and

a control unit that reads out a reading control command
written in said storage unit from the first information
processing apparatus and controls an image reading
operation of the image reading apparatus based on the
reading control command when the first information
processing apparatus executes the first control program
and the first information processing apparatus is con-
nected to the communication unit and reads out a read-
ing control command written in said storage unit from
the second apparatus and controls an image reading
operation of the image reading apparatus based on the
reading control command when the second information
processing apparatus executes the second control pro-
gram and the second information processing apparatus
is connected to the communication unit.

10. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein

said storage unit includes

a nonvolatile storage area where the first control program,
the second control program and the data are stored, and

a volatile storage area including the first storage area, the
second storage area and the third storage area, and

said control unit reads out the first control program, the
second control program and the data from the nonvola-
tile storage area, stores the first control program in the
first storage area of the volatile storage area, stores the
second control program in the second storage area of the
volatile storage area, and stores the data in the third
storage area of the volatile storage area, and makes the
volatile area open on the information processing appa-
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ratus as a drive accessible from the first information
processing apparatus when the first information process-
ing apparatus is connected to the communication unit
and the second information processing apparatus when
the second information processing apparatus is con-
nected to the communication unit as a drive accessible
from the first information processing apparatus and the
second information processing apparatus.

11. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein said
control unit analyzes the instruction information written in
said storage unit by the first information processing apparatus
of the second information processing apparatus, and upon
recognizing that the instruction information instructs to write,
in the volatile storage area, a predetermined file stored in the
nonvolatile storage area, reads out the predetermined file
from the nonvolatile storage area and writes the predeter-
mined file in the volatile storage area, thereby making the
predetermined file open on the first information processing
apparatus or the second information processing apparatus.

12. The apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the pre-
determined file is a file that has undergone information com-
pression, is to be decompressed by the first information pro-
cessing apparatus when the information processing apparatus
reads out the file from the volatile storage area when the first
information processing apparatus is connected to the commu-
nication unit and is to be decompressed by the second infor-
mation processing apparatus when the second information
processing apparatus reads out the file from the volatile stor-
age area when the second information processing apparatus is
connected to the communication unit.

13. The apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the pre-
determined file includes the data to be commonly used by the
first information processing apparatus including the first
operating system and the second information processing
apparatus including the second operating system.
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